
Editors
Hans Bernhard Schmid (Editor-in-Chief)
Frank Hindriks
Heikki Ikäheimo
Arto Laitinen
Alessandro Salice (Editorial Manager)
David P. Schweikard

Journal 
of social
ontology

advisory Board
Lynne Baker
Monika Betzler
Luc Bovens
Robert Brandom
Michael Bratman
Judith Butler
David Copp
Vincent Descombes
Margaret Gilbert
Natalie Gold
Sally Haslanger
Axel Honneth
Martin Kusch
Eerik Lagerspetz

Tony Lawson
Uskali Mäki
Larry May
Seumas Miller
Élisabeth Pacherie
Philip Pettit
Michael Quante
Carol Rovane
John Searle
Barry Smith
Robert Sugden
Deborah P. Tollefsen 
Michael Tomasello
Raimo Tuomela



The publisher, together with the authors and editors, has taken great pains to ensure that all informa-
tion presented in this work (programs, applications, amounts, dosages, etc.) reflects the standard of 
knowledge at the time of publication. Despite careful manuscript preparation and proof correction, 
errors can nevertheless occur. Authors, editors and publisher disclaim all responsibility for any errors 
or omissions or liability for the results obtained from use of the information, or parts thereof, contai-
ned in this work.

ISSN 2196-9655 ∙ e-ISSN 2196-9663

All information regarding notes for contributors, subscriptions, Open access, back volumes and orders 
is available online at www.degruyter.com/journals/jso

Editors
Prof. Dr. Hans Bernhard Schmid (Editor-in-Chief), University of Vienna, Department of Philosophy,
Universitätsstraße 7, 1010 Vienna, Austria, E-Mail: hans.bernhard.schmid@univie.ac.at
Prof. Dr. Frank Hindriks, University of Groningen, Faculty of Philosophy, Oude Boteringestraat 52, 
9712 GL Groningen, The Netherlands, E-Mail: F.A.Hindriks@rug.nl
Dr. Heikki Ikäheimo, School of Humanities & Languages, UNSW Australia, Sydney, NSW 2052, 
Australia, E-Mail: h.ikaheimo@unsw.edu.au
Prof. Dr. Arto Laitinen, University of Tampere, School of Social Sciences and Humanities, 33014 
Tampere, Finland, E-Mail: arto.laitinen@uta.fi
Dr. Alessandro Salice (Editorial Manager), University of Copenhagen, Center for Subjectivity Re-
search, Njalsgade 140-142, 2300 København S, Denmark, E-Mail: wzv817@hum.ku.dk
Dr. David P. Schweikard, Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Department of Philosophy, 
Domplatz 6, 48143 Münster, Germany, E-Mail: david.schweikard@uni-muenster.de

Journal Manager Anna Barkhoff, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 10785 Berlin,  
Germany, Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 317, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 250, 
E-Mail: anna.barkhoff@degruyter.com

Responsible for advertisements Heiko Schulze, De Gruyter, Genthiner Straße 13, 
10785 Berlin, Germany, Tel.: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 358, Fax: +49 (0)30 260 05 – 264,  
E-Mail: anzeigen@degruyter.com

© 2015 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Munich/Boston

typesetting Compuscript Ltd., Shannon, Ireland

Printing Franz X. Stückle Druck und Verlag e.K., Ettenheim
Printed in Germany

cover illustration marigold_88/istock/Thinkstock



� Journal of Social Ontology  2015 | Volume 1 | Issue 1

Contents

Editorial Note  v

Book Symposium

Michael E. Bratman
Précis of Shared Agency: A Planning Theory of Acting Together  1

Kirk Ludwig
Shared Agency in Modest Sociality  7

Elisabeth Pacherie
Modest Sociality: Continuities and Discontinuities  17

Björn Petersson
Bratman, Searle, and Simplicity. A Comment on Bratman, Shared Agency: 
A Planning Theory of Acting Together  27

Abraham Sesshu Roth
Practical Intersubjectivity and Normative Guidance: Bratman on Shared Agency 

 39

Thomas H. Smith
Shared Agency on Gilbert and Deep Continuity  49

Michael E. Bratman
Shared Agency: Replies to Ludwig, Pacherie, Petersson, Roth, and Smith  59

Articles

Lynne Rudder Baker
Human Persons as Social Entities  77

John Michael and Elisabeth Pacherie
On Commitments and Other Uncertainty Reduction Tools in Joint Action  89



Journal of Social Ontology  2015 | Volume 1 | Issue 1

David-Hillel Ruben
Beyond Supervenience and Construction  121

Robert Sugden
Team Reasoning and Intentional Cooperation for Mutual Benefit  143

Book Reviews

Axel Honneth. Freedom’s Right. The Social Foundations of Democratic Life. 
Reviewed by Hans Arentshorst  167

Sally Haslanger. Resisting Reality: Social Construction and Social Critique. 
Reviewed by Federica Gregoratto  171

Margaret Gilbert. Joint Commitment: How We Make the Social World. Reviewed 
by Matti Heinonen  175

Elizabeth Cripps. Climate Change and the Moral Agent: Individual Duties in an 
Interdependent World. Reviewed by Säde Hormio  179

Raimo Tuomela. Social Ontology: Collective Intentionality and Group Agents. 
Reviewed by Leo Townsend  183


