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Social Ontology encompasses a wide variety of inquiries into the nature, structure 
and perhaps essence of social phenomena, and their role and place in our world. 
Topics of research in Social Ontology range from small-scale interactions to large-
scale institutions, from spontaneous teamwork to the functioning of formal organi-
zations, and from unintended consequences to institutional design. Social Ontology 
brings together theoretical work from a large number of disciplines. This rapidly 
evolving field of research has attracted increasing attention over the last couple of 
decades, and the conceptual tools recent research in Social Ontology has provided 
have proved to be useful in a large number of domains, such as the study of the evo-
lution of communication, the structure of social norms, social structure, and social 
change, the nature of collective responsibility, and the status of corporate agents.

The Journal of Social Ontology aims to further this research. It provides a 
forum of exchange between scholars of diverse disciplinary, scholarly, and meth-
odological backgrounds, and invites submissions from all branches of Social 
Ontology. The Journal of Social Ontology adopts strict standards of selection and 
relies heavily on its carefully selected referees.

In a world in which publication strategies and outlets are changing at a tremen-
dous pace, it is difficult to say what the future of scholarly publication will look like. 
With a generous grant from the University of Vienna for the start-up phase, the Journal 
of Social Ontology now appears as an Open Access Journal with De Gruyter, thus com-
bining professional support by an established publisher with unlimited accessibility. 
In addition, the Journal of Social Ontology has been founded together with the Inter-
national Social Ontology Society (ISOS) that supports the work of this journal.

We wish to express our thanks to our supporters, contributors, and referees; 
we hope that our joint effort will grant the work published in this journal the 
impact it deserves.
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